
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 

Overall Comments 
 
I think it’s a very good effort this. You have stayed closer to the visual 
components necessary rather than worry too much about the technical issues.  
That’s good. It frees up your thoughts and lets you apply some visual direction to 
the work which really comes through. You show a competent realisation of your 
ideas that get the visual point across well. 
I see that you made a number of visits to capture this set of over a couple of days 
which is good – it gives you time to reflect and perhaps consider what to look for 
when revisiting. The one thing I feel not considered is the time. It’s nearly all 
straight daylight. This is no bad thing but the final image really shows some 
photographic magic that can occur in a different lighting condition. That image 
with the screen light on her face, becomes far more emotive and is very 
successful on that basis.  
I agree with your reflection that using different settings and frames enhance the 
work. It’s good that you recognise the value of different heights and positions in 
your reflection on this work so well done on that.  It’s always difficult 
photographing strangers at first but you seem to be getting on top of this and 
hopefully that will show through on the next assignment. 
Overall you have been very honest in a good quality reflection. You are articulate 
and self-aware showing a good ability to analyse research information. Work on 
synthesising this more into your practice. This is a point made later in the 
feedback. Without doubt you have made some very good progress on this 
assignment at a difficult time in life for you, so well done. 
 

Assessment potential  
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you 
have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I 
believe you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the 
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assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will 
outline in my feedback.     
 
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
Demonstration of Technical and Visual Skills: 
  
You are investigating these areas well you chose a good theme to demonstrate 
your abilities. However there are points to be made that will help develop some of 
your technical issues. The DOF on zoom on the lens is of course relative to its 
focal length and aperture. It changes all the time , hence why fixed lenses give 
greater control – you would know what to expect.  In the work you did some of 
your images are taken at around the 300-400 mm. Here you claim to be using 
DOF. Tell us in the log . Did you do depth of field preview? How did you know 
how much was out of focus ?  The Bokeh comes with the longer focal length. You 
are actually using F11 and F8, which on a shorter lens wouldn’t give you that 
shallow DOF. Your Zoom lens may not have much larger apertures – I don’t 
know. However, if it does use them to get more out of this effect as it suits this 
type of work well. 
 
Quality of Outcome 
 
The images are a coherent set- based around the city centre so well done. They 
have good colour balance and strong compositional elements. You have selected 
a theme of “cameras” that is continued throughout. I take the phone to be implicit 
as a camera in your idea and see no reason why one couldn’t do a whole degree 
using one, (float that idea on the student forum!). However, for your purposes, in 
one or two images it could well have visually reverted back to being just a phone. 
I looked for the contacts but it seems the idea hasn’t yet struck a chord with you 
that it’s good to produce these with your assessment rather than just the final 
images.  
 
Demonstration of Creativity 
 
It’s quite a good theme for the level of study and it has allowed you to make good 
personal and visual comments. It has without doubt produced some engaging 
images – that are visually as well as thematically connected. The elements of risk 
– producing not just pictorial images but using understanding that there was 
limited depth of field was well worth taking. These should be very encouraging for 
you –well done. 
 
 
Image 1. I like this it’s the solid composition quite grey and the colour accent of 
the ribbon that says wedding. The guy is evidently waiting for his opportunity 
there is a narrative emerging from this which is a strong element but it also sits 



well in the set. You need to ask yourself what is going on with iso 2000 and f22. 
You could have the same image at F11 at iso 400. You should always use as 
slow an iso as possible to do the job. This will usually lead to less issues and 
problems later on . 
 
Image 2. You did well here catching the smiles. The image again has a story of 
two people sharing the fun of taking photographs. As a small image onscreen you 
are getting away with the sharpness. This is usually the one somebody asks you 
to produce an A1 print from. You don’t attach any files to your work submissions 
so I can’t really advise on sharpness but I suspect it s not actually sharp. As long 
As its onscreen and small it will be fine. 
 
Image 3.   The zoom lens again but at F11 the wide the aperture the better the 
depth of field so why not use iso 200 and F8 ?  These technical things are not 
important unless the can develop the aesthetic that you are trying to use within 
the image. This one doesn’t look to me like a photograph being taken. It’s a good 
composition but I suspect if we had a set of contacts we would see that it was 
taken earlier. The camera isn’t pointing at the cake. It looks like the owner is just 
checking either the image or a text . On that basis it’s not as strong and maybe 
you could develop this one further. 
 
Image  4.   I really like this image. Just tell everyone that the lad is taking a picture 
of the pigeon that’s posing for him! There’s a good dynamic in the composition 
going along the diagonal from the pigeon to the boys. 
 
Image  5.   This is an interesting image – the woman is using her camera but as 
you say is oblivious to the Dalek! A well seen image well captured. 
 
Image  6. This again doesn’t really do it as an image of someone photographing 
their food. I know it’s popular now to do this but it could easily be read someone 
looking at her phone. There need to be more visual strength here to say it’s not a 
phone it’s a camera. It’s also a second bite at the subject so I think only one of 
these should survive as a further developed work for final assessment. This will 
give you an opportunity to insert a new image which I suspect you will be able to 
get over the coming weeks..  
 
Image 7.    The final image is spot on. It’s the girl in the café looking at the lit up 
screen. You have exposed this really well. It the light that makes this image . 
That’s often a sign of a high quality image. It’s also the pose – very natural and 
the pleasure she is getting from viewing the camera screen is transmitted very 
well. A really strong image in the set this, so well done. 

 
Coursework 
You rare developing as a photographer and your visual skills are being well 
evidence in the choice of images that illustrate your ideas. You are trying for a 



creative approach using focus and position relative to your image making so well 
done. Now develop you techniques further but apply them to the decisive 
moment. 
 
 
 
 

Research 
I like the way that you are exploring through research. You get to the nub of 
things quite well. However the research isn’t yet percolating through into your 
actual practice. Use those bullet points from the research and identify your own 
work as influenced by others in your approach. Everybody is influenced but often 
it a subconscious influence.  
As a student, it good for you to recognise these influences and then put them to 
work for you. They come in many forms. Some are technique, some Semiotic, 
some use light in particular ways etc but all are there to be explored.  

Learning Log 
The learning log is well set up, well kept and up to date. It’s still a little on the thin 
side (amount of things found and discussed) but we are only just getting going 
and that’s fairly normal. 
The learning log is supporting your experience very well and your research is 
comprehensive and accessible. 
The research is evident here and you are doing well in identifying as bullet points 
the strengths of the photographers that you are looking at.  
Why not try some out in your work. Doing a test shoot in a couple of styles and 
adding it to the learning log. It really helps confirm your approach when you finally 
decide how you are going to shoot a project to “note book” it using the phone 
camera. If you were a painter you would do lots of sketches before painting a 
portrait – it’s the same process. This image can also go on the log 
 
You can also add to the log your own interests – it’s not just OCA 
recommendations its people you find on the web or exhibitions you visit that 
inspire. 
 

Suggested reading/viewing  
 
http://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/depth-of-field.htm 
 
 
http://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/dof-calculator.htm 
 
 
http://petapixel.com/2013/08/12/the-decisive-moment-and-the-human-brain/ 
 
 
The old and the new of decisive moments. 
 



You already looked at Gary Winogrand but look again, due to the nature of this 
next  brief and compare what he did with these two. 
 
http://erickimphotography.com/blog/2010/07/01/“how-to-masterthe-decisive-
moment”/ 
 
https://www.magnumphotos.com/C.aspx?VP3=SearchResult&ALID=2TYRYD1D5
18O 
 
 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 
 

Make sure you keep your learning log up to speed. Try to integrate 
your style, approach or thoughts into the way you prepare for a 
shoot and document it on the log linking it to research. 

 
Make sure there are plenty of visual contemporary references for 
the work you actually decide to do. It’s important that you relate you 
work to that of others. 
 
Re think the value of the inclusion of a set of contacts in the 
submission. Put a few of your thoughts on the log – for and against. 
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